360              THE ORIGINS OF THE WORLD WAR
Heligoland, round which their monotonous naval work
centered. One surprise for the British was the fact that
they were beaten in football and the other sports, in which
they had always supposed they had a monopoly of superior-
ity.13 Altogether the utmost good fellowship prevailed
between officers and men on both sides, and the comments
of the Press were less acrid and irritating than usual
Also, the alarm and suspicion which had been aroused
in Germany by the "leak" of the secret negotiations for
an Anglo-Russian naval convention, intended to strengthen
the solidarity of the Triple Entente and to satisfy Russia
"and France as an offset to England's Bagdad and Portu-
guese settlements with Germany, seemed to have been
relieved, if not entirely dispelled, by Grey's denials in
Parliament. Lichnowsky assured him that his statement in
Parliament "had given great satisfaction in Berlin and had
had a reassuring effect/' and that Bethmann hoped that,
if new developments or emergencies arose in the Balkans,
they would be discussed as frankly between Germany and
England as during the last Balkan crisis.14 Grey agreed
cordially, so that when Lichnowsky left for Kiel and a ten
days7 vacation in Germany, the two countries seemed to
be on unusually good terms. Grey believed that he could
successfully continue the main aims of his foreign policy:
the cultivation of more intimate relations with France and
Russia as a protection against Germany; the smoothing
out of causes of friction with Germany; and at the same
time the preservation of the peace of Europe by preventing
any questions which arose from throwing the two systems
of alliance into opposition.
13 Captain Henderson's report, July 3; B.D., 7.
14 Grey to Goschen, June 24; B.D., 4; Grey I, 293,   CJ. also Jagow's
statement a week earlier to Goschen, that he had so much confidence
in Grey's "loyalty and straightforwardness that his mind was now com-
pletely at rest;" Grey, I, 283.   For German alarm at the negotiations for
an Anglo-Russian Naval Convention, see GJP,, XXXIX, 591 ff.